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BARRIO SOLAR: Bringing Solar Power to Puerto Rico 
 

New Berkeley-based Organization Partners with NGO Women’s Aid 
Organizations on the Ground in Puerto Rico; Launches Crowdfunding 

Campaign & Benefit Concert 
 

November 5, 2017; Berkeley, CA – In response to the devastation of Hurricane Maria, a 
new organization, BARRIO SOLAR, has been created to fund, purchase and distribute 
small, off-the-grid solar technologies and lighting units to remote communities 
throughout Puerto Rico, as well as the barrios of San Juan. 
 
The initiative of Berkeley-based physicist and author Fritjof Capra, Puerto Rico native 
and Oakland resident, engineer Indira Cortez, and Berkeley producer and designer 
Elizabeth Hawk, BARRIO SOLAR has just launched a crowdfunding campaign on 
Generosity.com to raise $25,000 for the purchase and distribution of solar units by the 
first week of December. 
 
Fritjof Capra says, “We at BARRIO SOLAR are proud to be among the many to bring 
fossil fuel independence to the island of Puerto Rico via solar technologies, and we are 
excited to be part of these self-organizing solar support networks.”  
 
In partnership with Puerto Rico-based women’s organization Paz para la Mujer, 
BARRIO SOLAR has developed a large network of distribution points on the island to 
ensure quick delivery of the solar devices directly to emergency shelters, community 
centers, and homes.  
 
CENSA, the Center for the Studies of the Americas, located in Berkeley, is serving as 
the organization’s fiscal sponsor and will oversee the distribution of funds to purchase 
the products once the crowdfunding goal is met. 
In addition to the crowdfunding campaign, BARRIO SOLAR will be the focus of a benefit 
concert being held to raise awareness and additional funds to continue supporting rural 

https://www.generosity.com/emergencies-fundraising/barrio-solar-solar-power-for-puerto-rico--2/x/17625556
http://www.pazparalamujer.org/
http://wp.globalalternatives.org/


communities throughout Puerto Rico and the barrios of San Juan, and to set up 
permanent offices for BARRIO SOLAR, stateside and in Puerto Rico.  
 
The concert is scheduled for March 2018 at the Fox Theater in Oakland, CA and will 
feature a host of jazz and blues talents from around the Bay Area, plus some very 
special guests representing the Puerto Rican community. 
 
More details will be announced soon, including ticket information and a schedule of 
performers.  
 
BARRIO SOLAR is an all-volunteer initiative comprised of educators, engineers, 
entrepreneurs, and entertainment industry veterans.  
 
For more information about BARRIO SOLAR, please visit our website at 
http://www.barriosolar.org/ or follow us on Twitter.  
 
 
 

http://www.barriosolar.org/
https://twitter.com/BarrioSolar

