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Unleashing the potential of data to transform health and care 
Future Care Capital has launched its first policy paper on health and care data with the support of Dr Alison Powell from the London School of Economics, a leading academic in data ethics and its application across society. The report sets out how the Government can grasp the opportunity to position our country as a global leader in harnessing the power of data and emergent technology to transform health and care provision.
The direction of Future Care Capital’s policy paper is clear. Using data more strategically can empower individuals to better manage a health condition, raise care standards, impact the experience of service-users and assist health and care professionals in commissioning the most effective interventions. By shifting the Government and sectors focus on data there is a real opportunity to develop the next generation of medicines and treatments, enable innovators to deploy leading-edge machine learning techniques and aid ‘cognitive service’ developers to revolutionise well-being.
It is Future Care Capital’s belief that a concerted effort to unleash the potential of health and care data could significantly improve outcomes for everyone in our society.
The report, Intelligent sharing: unleashing the potential of health and care data in the UK to transform outcomes, explores how the UK might support data-driven innovation and enterprise to deliver such a transformation. It also makes plain that to achieve this we need to be bold and blaze a trail in the development of data ethics and rights to proactively build trust and safeguard everyone’s privacy. 
Through rigorous evidence-based research, Future Care Capital have developed several recommendations that look at the national context and enabling responsible data sharing to build public trust and push boundaries. The charity wants to shake up the way health and care data is currently managed. Some of the key recommendations include:
Investment in skills and data-driven business clusters across the country – Future Care Capital urges the Government to establish data-driven business clusters for new health and care enterprises. It is important to encourage and support early stage health and care start-ups and small and medium-sized enterprises to succeed. The clusters would provide skills training to help prepare the future workforce for the increase in demand for data-related job opportunities.
A National Health and Care Data Donor Bank – the charity believes that a trusted intermediary for individuals consenting to donate their health and care data for the purposes of research and innovation would positively impact outcomes and support professionals to transform important services. The report envisages that the Data Bank would be a national asset held up as an international exemplar in what they have termed ‘data philanthropy’.
A health and care data privacy shield for the United Kingdom – the United Kingdom will adopt the General Data Protection Regulations it has developed with other European Union member states in 2018, and negotiate independent data sharing arrangements with countries outside the European Economic Area following our exit negotiations with the European Union. Future Care Capital recommend the Government develops a dedicated health and care data privacy shield applicable to future international trade discussions to ensure that the UK has appropriate provisions in place.
This report’s balanced and positive vision is calling on the Government to push the boundaries and develop a refreshed strategic health and data plan for the country. This can be achieved by establishing a new nationwide digital contract, characterized by ‘intelligent sharing’, safeguards for everyone’s privacy through robust ethics and laying the right foundations for an ambitious infrastructure programme that will future-proof a data advantage across the United Kingdom – embedding the principle of ‘data for good’.
Future Care Capital is a charity committed to engaging everyone in the design of health and care provision. The charity’s mission focuses on delivering improvements for those in receipt of care. It is by being more strategic and planning for the future that we can use data to change our approach and build health and care services that respond to future need.
Dr Alison Powell, Programme Director, Data and Society Programme, Department of Media and Communications, London School of Economics and Political Science, said:
“Bringing to the public a National Health and Care Data Donor Bank and allowing Artificial Intelligence capabilities to be developed and employed for public benefit and with transparent governance would mark a significant step forward for the UK, building on the past operations of the UK Biobank.  Planning carefully for the creation of data-based resources so that public trust can be maintained is of utmost importance, and this report suggests some creative and insightful ways forward.”
Joel Charles, Deputy Chief Executive of Future Care Capital, said:
“The launch of our first policy paper is an opportunity to debate how, as a country, we can maximise the use of health and care data for the greater good. We have outlined several ambitious ideas to achieve better use of data alongside practical recommendations that could be implemented in the short and medium-term. The Government is in a strong position if it acts now to deliver a national data advantage. This could be achieved by pursuing our recommendations to strengthen ethics and the investment needed to deliver the necessary infrastructure for better health and care outcomes. By building a new consensus around the use of data we can help complement existing efforts to improve health and care provision for everyone in our society.”
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About Future Care Capital (FCC)
FCC is a charity, emerging from the sale of the awarding organisation, the Council for Awards in Care, Health and Education (CACHE), in September 2015.

Beginning life as the National Nursery Examination Board (NNEB) in 1945, the charity has evolved throughout its 70-year history and continues to have Her Majesty the Queen as its Royal Patron.
Following the sale of its awarding organisation business and assets (including the CACHE and NNEB brands) the charity has now embarked on its next chapter.

The Trustees have developed a detailed Strategy for the future direction of the charity and have recently approved the 10-year Business Plan. The Trustees have identified the following vision, goals and aspirations that follow on from the Charity’s objects:

Charitable Objects: To promote education, training, quality and standards in care, health and education and allied disciplines.

Vision Statement: The charity will be known for being the leading independent voice for applying evidence that will advocate for and deliver a step change in health and care, including the advancement of quality and standards as well as education and training for allied professions as a sustainable charity.

Mission: Engage, educate and involve all generations in the development and delivery of unified health and care provision.

Key Beneficiaries: Those in receipt of care.

Key Goals and Aspirations:
· Be recognised as a leading advocate and thought leader;
· to deliver a step change in the advancement of quality and standards, education and training in care and health and allied professions; and
· sustainably grow impact.

The charity has adopted an agile approach to delivery underpinned by an enabling internal culture and supporting systems that reflect its core values of empathy, diversity, openness and professionalism.

The charity’s core offerings are delivered through two collaborative but independent delivery vehicles:

Evidence based Advocacy – developing new policy propositions and solutions supported by evidence-based research, stimulating debate and innovation through events, publications, projects and discussions with diverse stakeholders including the general public.

Social Impact Investment Fund – an investment fund managed by the charity to invest in sustainable social enterprises through an Innovation Fund, which support better quality and standards of services in the care, health and related education and training, which will generate a commercial return for the charity, supported by a ‘collaborative hub’ with the charity at its centre, facilitating knowledge sharing, supporting innovation and best practice, and gathering evidence and insights to feed into the charity’s Advocacy operations.

Legally structured as a charity, FCC intends to operate as a dynamic, agile and commercially aware organisation: a true social enterprise.

Read more about Future Care Capital here: www.futurecarecapital.org.uk 
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