Intergroup of Common Goods and Public Services

Sub-part on Commons 

Goals and Road Map
Because of the specificity of this topic, we imagine different kind of events with the following goals:
· build a common perspective about the commons, in particular in the framework of European policies

· elaborate a cross-cutting strategy to include the commons in the European political debate

· involve activists and scholars in this process at national and European level, elaborate a mapping of actions

· present the debate to a wider public

Some specific axes/topics are identified on the long-term perspective. Events will involve both experts – such as legal scholars- and activists involved in commoning practices:

· Definition(s) of the commons

· Several possible definitions exist; they may vary from one country to another, also depending on different approaches applied (legal, economic, social, and political). A common definition is necessary to work in a European political and legal perspective;
· Commons and social struggles

· Commons and 'commonisation' practices are becoming a crucial component of current social struggles for social rights. The elaboration of new paradigms and approaches is a core part of the process;
· Commons and democracy

· The debate about the commons is often related with an overall analysis of democracy and democratic processes. It is an issue not to neglect;
· Commons and public services

· Some specific commons, in particular but not exclusively those related to natural resources and their management, are in a strong and sometimes controversial interaction with the public services and the public goods. It is a fundamental interaction to be explored in a broad European perspective.

More in details:

Legal perspective about the commons in Europe

· based on country specific legislations and its applicability at European level, on specific customs and  history and philosophy law it would be possible to use a legal approach and move toward the elaboration of a legal framework for the Commons in Europe;
Commons and natural resources (water, energy and more)

· the debate about the commons is traditionally relate to natural resources but during the last decade it became extremely important from the double perspective of resistance against privatisation and commodification of resources and the implementation (or re-implementation) of alternative models of management;
Commons and societies (social spaces, urban gardens, urban vegetable gardens, internet infrastructures)

· However the commons are not just about natural resources: several experiences and practices exist in European societies and represent a very advanced model of reclaiming - or creating- and governing the commons;
Immaterial commons (knowledge and digital commons)

· Commons are not only materials; several are the immaterial commons (knowledge, culture, thinking, creative and digital commons). Their characteristics may slightly vary from a property rights perspective but are all characterised by being somehow new compared with natural resources. Therefore, they deserve political attention and a legal framework that recognise them.

