
Speakers/Lobby tour 

Proposal for an EPAs campaign activity 
1. Activity
A speakers/lobby tour of CSOs representatives from Africa in Brussels and around some member states to bring critical voices from ACPs side on EPAs to EU and member states decision-makers. 

2. Objectives 
· To get national decision-makers, particularly parliamentarians to make critical statements on EPAs. 
· To get national and European decision makers aware of the negative impacts of EPAs on food security, on the ACPs national budgets and capacity to fund public policies (as a result of customs fiscal losses) as well as the will of the European Commission to get temporary entry into force of the agreements before EU and ACP ratify it. 
· To challenge the EC discourse that EPAs are going to be economically beneficial for ACP, and in particular Africa, and that voices of criticism are not coming from economic operators.
3. Approach/strategy 
Accountability: we need to bring a stronger accountability dimension in the EPA negotiations, by involving national parliamentarians both in Europe and ACPs as well as farmer/business representatives in the challenge against EPAs. In particular the parliamentarians should be made aware of and oppose the fact that the European Commission wants EPAs to enter into force immediately and before the national parliaments ratify the agreement.
Hearings and parliamentary meetings in member states will be the main channel for the speakers/lobby tour, but there will also possibilities for the group to meet with supporters/campaigners groups.
Economic stakes: The group of speakers from ACPs will be composed of people representative of pro-poor economic interests (farmers representatives, like minded trade unions and SMEs representatives). The idea is to highlight the impact of liberalization under EPAs in specific economic sectors or products. Key representatives will come for eg from fisherfolks, farmers, women business groups. Integrating a couple of key parliamentarians or prominent/critical policy makers  could also be explored.
The activity and group of representatives will have a strong women rights approach and representation. Women groups in Europe can be an important partner group and a part of the lobby tour programme could be dedicated to meet European women lobby groups and MPs/MEPs to gain their support and use their lobby channels to influence policy makers in Europe.

4. Deliverables 
A short briefing 

A media package

5. Organisation, Logistics and Timeline 
We would use Brussels as a hub for the tour and get the different European groups that want to join to organize the event in their country. 
Groups will take care of the travel costs within Europe to get the speaker tour in their country + of logistics. Contribution to the overall cost of speakers to come to Europe might also be needed.

The speaker tour can be organized around the 27th September (STOP EPA day, large mobilisation) ahead of the EU/ACP Joint Trade Ministers meeting on 10th October. A mobilization action can be organized on the 27th to bring media attention to the tour and participate to the STOP EPA day. 
A speaker tour organization team, made of one person from each organization, will take care of fine tune the idea, identify and engage with partners/speakers to develop top line messages and work on a briefing, etc.
6. Outcome and Follow up 
· Support and statements raising concerns on EPAs. In particular parliament resolutions and statements highlighting the potential negative impacts of EPAs on food security, budget and against the entry into force of EPAs before the ratification of national parliament
· Extensive media coverage creating pressure on the European Commission
The EU ACP JPA in Rwanda (Nov 07) can provide a good follow up opportunity to build on the work done in different ACP countries and in Europe.
7. Interested groups: 
So far, interest has been shown by the following groups/countries;
· UK: Friends of the Earth/AAUK

· France: Peuple Solidaire (to make link with Coordination Sud)

· Sweden: ActionAid Sweden 

· Italy: CRBM + AA Italy

· Austria: Attac and IATP

· Belgium: CNCD (French speaking national platform)

8. The next three steps: 
· Define which NGOs/groups at national level groups want to work on this (contact Mariano Iossa, ActionAid EU office, Mariano.iossa@actionaid.org or joe.zacune@foe.org.uk )
· to create a link with one or two national parliamentarians that want to support the action/ organize the event (possibly also make linkages with an MEP to participate at national level and create the link between the European and the national parliament). To identify the best moment in the parliamentary agenda and coordinate dates. 

· Start share idea with some key partners and engage on it
Contacts:

Mariano Iossa

ActionAid International

Tel: +32 (0)2 502.70.23

E-mail: Mariano.iossa@actionaid.org 

skype: aai_mariano.iossa
Joe Zacune

Friends of the Earth

Direct: ++44 (0)20 75661681

Mobile: ++44 (0)79 67877593

Email: joe.zacune@foe.co.uk
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