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The influence on choice on paths of technological development and limits of repurposing  technology for general good under capitalism
The idea of repurposing technology for social good or even as strategy towards transcending capitalism has gained  traction in contemporary imagination. For instance Nick Srnicek and Alex Williams in their book Inventing the Future: Post-capitalism and the World and Without Work suggest that the repurposing technology around maximum automation combined with reduction of labour-time and provision of a universal basic income for all will be an important strategy for transcending capitalism. Various visions of repurposing technology within the capitalist context for social good rest on the idea that paths of technological development are a matter of choice and not predetermined. On the other hand authors such as Johan Soderberg and David Noble who are critical of technological utopianism also seem to emphasise the factor of choice in technological development.
This paper interrogates this question of choice in technological developments. It accepts that there is nothing inherent in technology that dictates its development and this development occurs through choices by certain actors. But it argues that the decisions that influence technological development are constrained by mutual interaction between social relations of production on the one hand and social struggle on the other. Focusing on capitalism and taking the current digital automation as its empirical case it argues that the production of surplus value as an interface of capitalist relations of production and class struggle  has determined the capitalist technological development.  A full automation of the totality of capitalist production is impossible. Automation will always remain a partial factor in the capitalist system. Capitalism by necessity will increase the numbers of workers. So the fear that expansion of 3D Printing may make the majority of workers, let alone all of them, obsolete is groundless. Capitalists cannot choose to get rid of the majority of workers if they want to remain capitalists. On the other hand, repurposing of technology on a large scale for emancipatory projects within capitalism is impossible too. The paper does not deny that certain commons most notably commons of knowledge can be produced cooperatively through the application of peer production. But it argues that as a long as the capitalist mode of production prevails peer production will consist either of some isolated-escapist units or develop into rentier enterprises whose rent is part of the surplus value that is produced by wage earning workers.  The emancipation of technology requires the abolishing of capitalism. There are different viable paths for technological development within capitalism but all of them are stamped with surplus value. 
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